230 Free Places to Learn, Explore & Wander
Across The U.S.

Alabama
Birmingham Museum of Art — Birmingham

A world-class museum (for free!) with over 24,000 pieces. Art history without the price tag, plus
kid-friendly exhibits.

Tuskegee Airmen National Historic Site — Tuskegee

Walk through the legacy of WWII’s first African American fighter pilots — history, courage, and
inspiration all in one place.

Gulf Shores Public Beach — Gulf Shores

Free, sandy science lab. Learn about coastal ecosystems, tides, and sea creatures without a
worksheet in sight.

Sloss Furnaces National Historic Landmark — Birmingham

Once a major steel producer, now a walkable museum of industrial innovation. Basically a
steampunk playground.

Huntsville Botanical Garden (free days) — Huntsville

Nature, insects, flowers — this place turns a stroll into a full sensory science lesson (watch for
free days!).

Alaska

Anchorage Coastal Wildlife Refuge — Anchorage

Get up close to migrating birds, moose, and tidal flats — perfect for budding biologists.
Totem Bight State Historical Park — Ketchikan

A quiet forest filled with towering totem poles — learn Native Alaskan culture and storytelling
through wood.



Flattop Mountain Trail — Anchorage

An approachable hike with a big view payoff. Talk geology, glaciation, and why your legs are
sore.

University of Alaska Museum (free lobby exhibits) — Fairbanks
You don’t have to pay to peek — lobby showcases Arctic wildlife and ancient artifacts.
Juneau City Museum (free days) — Juneau

Learn about Alaska’s capital, gold rush, and native heritage — and yes, there’s a kid zone.

Arizona
Arizona Capitol Museum — Phoenix

Learn how laws are made and get a history deep-dive — all in a building shaped like a birthday
cake (seriously, check the dome).

South Mountain Park — Phoenix

One of the largest city parks in the country. Hike, explore desert plants, and learn how
ecosystems survive the heat.

Roosevelt Row Arts District — Phoenix

Urban creativity at its finest — colorful murals, street art, and installations that spark curiosity
and conversation.

Flagstaff Urban Trail System — Flagstaff
Forest paths, wildlife spotting, and lessons in local geology (bonus: it's cooler up here!).
Tonto National Forest — Tonto Basin

From saguaros to rivers, it's a choose-your-own-science-adventure zone.

Arkansas
Little Rock Central High School Historic Site — Little Rock

Civil Rights history lives here. A powerful place to learn about bravery, equality, and justice.



Crystal Bridges Museum of American Art — Bentonville

Free admission to incredible American art — plus forest trails and a kid-friendly vibe.
Pea Ridge National Military Park — Garfield

Battlefields, cannons, and exhibits about the Civil War’s Western front — history + hiking.
Blanchard Springs Caverns Recreation Area — Fifty-Six

Above-ground trails are free! Explore caves, rock formations, and water cycles.

Historic Washington State Park (grounds) — Washington

Step back into 1800s Arkansas. Historic buildings and educational reenactments on select days.

California
Griffith Observatory Grounds — Los Angeles

It's free to walk the grounds and peek through telescopes — science, space, and the best view
of LA.

San Francisco Cable Car Museum — San Francisco
Learn how the city’s iconic cable cars work, and watch the live machinery in motion — for free!
Balboa Park Museums (free Tuesdays) — San Diego

Rotate through free museum access — science, art, history, you name it. Check the schedule
and go wild.

State Capitol Museum — Sacramento
Free guided tours of California’s Capitol — civics class with marble floors and actual lawmakers.
La Brea Tar Pits Park Grounds — Los Angeles

You can explore the bubbling pits and see fossils outside the museum — prehistoric science in
the middle of LA.

Colorado



Red Rocks Amphitheatre & Park — Morrison

Epic rock formations + geology + music history = one cool science + art field trip.

Denver U.S. Mint Tours — Denver

Learn how money is made (literally). It's shiny, secure, and shockingly interesting for kids.
Garden of the Gods — Colorado Springs

Hike among giant red rocks, spot wildlife, and learn how tectonic plates made this playground.
National Center for Atmospheric Research Trail — Boulder

Free exhibits about weather and climate + nature trails with mountain views = brain + body
learning.

Boulder Creek Path — Boulder

A walkable lesson in ecosystems, water flow, and river life — plus ducks.

Connecticut
Yale Peabody Museum Lawn Exhibits — New Haven

While under renovation, they’ve moved some of the dino-themed magic outdoors — still free,
still cool.

Wadsworth Atheneum Museum of Art (Free Hours) — Hartford

The oldest art museum in the U.S. has free hours — and surprisingly good kid vibes.
Submarine Veterans Memorial — Groton

Submarine models + naval history = instant curiosity spark for any sea-loving kid.
Connecticut College Arboretum — New London

A free, peaceful way to learn about native plants and ecosystems.

Weir Farm National Historical Park — Wilton

The only national park dedicated to American painting — bring sketchbooks!




Delaware
First State Heritage Park — Dover

Historical reenactments, colonial life demos, and walking tours — bonus: it's Delaware’s first
urban park.

Air Mobility Command Museum — Dover

Planes, hangars, and flight history — and you can walk into many of the aircraft.
Cape Henlopen State Park (Free Programs) — Lewes

Sand dunes, lighthouses, and ranger-led learning about sea life.

Delaware Art Museum (Free Sundays) — Wilmington

Kid-friendly art exploration with free admission on Sundays.

Fort Christina Park — Wilmington

Learn about the very first Swedish settlers in America — and the Lenape people who were here
first.

Florida

Manatee Viewing Center — Apollo Beach

From November—April, see manatees gather near warm water outflows. Free + science-y +
adorable.

Castillo de San Marcos (kids under 16) — St. Augustine

The oldest masonry fort in the continental U.S. Kids get in free — and cannon demos happen
often.

Everglades National Park (Free Entry Days) — Multiple Locations

Spot gators, birds, and ecosystems unlike anywhere else — Florida science at its finest.
Loggerhead Marinelife Center — Juno Beach

Sea turtle rehab, ocean education, and interactive exhibits — all donation-based.

Florida Capitol Complex — Tallahassee



Take a free tour and learn how Florida’s government works (plus 22nd-floor city views!).

Georgia

Martin Luther King Jr. National Historical Park — Atlanta

Walk through Dr. King’s life and legacy — visit his birth home, church, and the eternal flame.
Fernbank Science Center — Atlanta

Different from the paid museum — this one’s run by the school system and totally free. Think:
space, dinosaurs, and planetarium days.

Savannah Historic District (Self-Guided Tour) — Savannah

Cobblestone streets, colonial architecture, and QR-code guided history = a chill walking field
trip.

Atlanta BeltLine Art Walk — Atlanta

Public art meets outdoor exercise — a great way to talk murals, meaning, and community
expression.

Ocmulgee Mounds National Historical Park — Macon

Walk ancient Native American earth mounds and learn about civilizations that predate
textbooks.

Hawaii
Hawaiian Islands Humpback Whale National Marine Sanctuary — Kihei

Learn all about humpbacks, marine ecosystems, and conservation with exhibits right by the
ocean.

Honolulu Museum of Art (free days) — Honolulu
Art meets culture — explore Polynesian, Asian, and Hawaiian art during free admission days.

Ka‘ena Point Natural Area Reserve — O‘ahu



Hike to a secluded coastal ecosystem and see nesting seabirds, tidepools, and maybe even
monk seals.

Hulihe‘e Palace Lawn Exhibits — Kailua-Kona

View royal artifacts and learn about Hawaii’'s monarchy — the outdoor portions are free to
explore.

Waimea Valley Botanical Garden (Free Cultural Days) — O‘ahu

Botanical learning meets Hawaiian storytelling during their community free days.

Idaho

Old Idaho Penitentiary (grounds and free events) — Boise

Step into Wild West justice and prison history — outdoor exhibits and events are often free.
MK Nature Center — Boise

Fish viewing windows, forest trails, and interactive exhibits teach all about Idaho ecosystems.
Farragut State Park’s Free Nature Trails — Athol

Explore trails that double as outdoor classrooms with geology, wildlife, and WWII history.
Idaho Museum of Mining & Geology (free Sundays) — Boise

Pan for rocks, explore fossils, and learn about Idaho’s mineral-rich past.

Craters of the Moon (Free National Park Days) — Arco

Lava flows, volcanic caves, and surreal science landscapes — space-like without leaving Earth.

lllinois
Lincoln Home National Historic Site — Springfield

Tour Abraham Lincoln’s home and walk the preserved 1800s neighborhood — history that feels
personal.

Millennium Park — Chicago



Yes, “The Bean” is fun — but there’s also public art, architecture, and splash fountains to
explore.

Chicago Cultural Center — Chicago
Free exhibits, architecture tours, and rotating art collections in a gorgeous old library.
The 606 Trail — Chicago

An elevated trail through neighborhoods and murals — learn local geography, art, and design as
you walk.

Cahokia Mounds State Historic Site — Collinsville

Explore the largest prehistoric Native American city north of Mexico — ancient STEM learning.

Indiana

Indiana State Police Museum — Indianapolis

Explore the evolution of policing in Indiana — uniforms, vehicles, and real detective tools.
Garfield Park Conservatory and Sunken Gardens — Indianapolis

Botany, butterflies, and big greenhouse energy. Bonus: it’s stroller-friendly.

Eiteljorg Museum (free days) — Indianapolis

Explore Native American and Western art — great storytelling, rotating exhibits, and scavenger
hunts.

Notre Dame Campus (Self-Guided Tour) — South Bend
Stunning architecture and free walking tours — mix in art, faith, and sports history.
Brown County State Park (Free Days) — Nashville

Forest trails, geology, and nature learning — all at your own pace (check the DNR’s free
admission dates).

lowa

State Historical Museum of lowa — Des Moines



Pioneer life, tractors, tornados — this museum is hands-on and surprisingly kid-approved.
Herbert Hoover National Historic Site — West Branch

Tour the 31st president’s childhood home and Quaker schoolhouse — presidential + peaceful.
Pikes Peak State Park — McGregor

Blufftop views, Mississippi River ecology, and fossil-filled hikes — just don’t confuse it with
Colorado’s.

Des Moines Art Center — Des Moines

Contemporary art + classic works = a creative stop with no entry fee (and yes, there’s a
sculpture garden).

Effigy Mounds National Monument — Harpers Ferry

Hike through prehistoric Native American burial mounds shaped like animals — quiet and
powerful.

Kansas

Kansas Museum of History (Free Days) — Topeka

Jump into pioneer life, Native cultures, and dusty Wild West stories — free on special days.
Deanna Rose Children’s Farmstead (Weekday Afternoons) — Overland Park

Pet goats, feed ducks, and learn about prairie life — it's hands-on and often free after 2 PM
weekdays.

Great Plains Nature Center — Wichita

Indoor and outdoor exhibits teach about prairie ecosystems, local wildlife, and conservation.
Brown v. Board of Education National Historic Site — Topeka

Walk the halls of history at this powerful Civil Rights landmark and former school.
Monument Rocks National Landmark — Oakley

Yes, these chalk formations are real — and millions of years old. Fossil talk = unavoidable.




Kentucky

Abraham Lincoln Birthplace National Historical Park — Hodgenville

See the log cabin replica, hike heritage trails, and chat about Honest Abe’s early life.
Toyota Manufacturing Plant Tour — Georgetown

Tour the giant facility where Camrys and Lexuses are made — it's a high-tech engineering field
trip.

Louisville Waterfront Park — Louisville

Urban green space, public art, and walkable bridges — it's part gym, part science lab.
The Arboretum, State Botanical Garden of Kentucky — Lexington

Free gardens, bug hunts, and pollinator trails — plus shade for snack breaks.

Big Four Bridge — Louisville

A pedestrian bridge over the Ohio River with free skyline views and geography lessons
included.

Louisiana

Jean Lafitte French Quarter Visitor Center — New Orleans

Learn about Creole culture, pirates, and wetlands — and how this swampy city survives storms.
Crescent Park — New Orleans

Walk through native plant gardens and old rail infrastructure with great river views.

Louisiana State Capitol Tour — Baton Rouge

Free tours of the tallest state capitol in the U.S. — full of marble, murals, and political intrigue.
Historic New Orleans Collection (Free Galleries) — New Orleans

Dive into local history, music, and art with exhibits that change regularly.

Bayou Sauvage National Wildlife Refuge — New Orleans East

Spot birds, learn about marsh ecosystems, and dodge mosquitoes like a pro.



Maine

Portland Head Light Grounds — Cape Elizabeth

The oldest lighthouse in Maine + crashing waves = history and science wrapped in salty air.
Maine Wildlife Park (Free Events) — Gray

While entry is usually paid, many educational events outside the gates are free and engaging.
Katahdin Woods and Waters National Monument (Free Days) — Millinocket

Hike, paddle, or sit quietly in awe — geology, wildlife, and deep quiet all in one place.

Colby College Museum of Art — Waterville

A surprisingly impressive art museum — contemporary, historical, and always free.
Penobscot Narrows Bridge Observatory Grounds — Prospect

Check out bridge engineering, coastal geography, and a nearby fort (Fort Knox!).

Maryland

Fort McHenry National Monument (Free for Kids) — Baltimore

See the fort that inspired the national anthem — complete with cannons and grassy ramparts.
B&O Railroad Museum (Free Days) — Baltimore

Train history + hands-on exhibits = a dream stop for junior engineers (check for free admission
dates).

National Wildlife Visitor Center — Laurel

Part of the Patuxent Research Refuge — see animal tracks, wetlands, and nature trails galore.
Baltimore Museum of Art — Baltimore

Always free and full of masterpieces — plus a sculpture garden perfect for little legs to stretch.

Annapolis City Dock & Naval Academy Grounds — Annapolis



Watch boats, tour historic streets, and peek into Naval Academy architecture (bring ID for entry).

Massachusetts
Freedom Trail — Boston

A 2.5-mile walk through history with 16 major landmarks — it’s like time traveling, but with
snacks.

Harvard Museum of Natural History (Free MA Resident Sundays) — Cambridge
Giant whale skeletons and sparkling gemstones — free for locals on select days.
Boston Public Library (Central Branch) — Boston

Architectural beauty + kids’ reading rooms + historic exhibits = free brain fuel.
Walden Pond State Reservation (Free Winter Visits) — Concord

Thoreau’s old stomping grounds — for reflection, nature walks, and poetic field trips.
Cape Cod National Seashore Visitor Centers — Eastham + Provincetown

Touch tanks, trails, and coastal history with zero price tag.

Michigan

Detroit Institute of Arts — Detroit

Free for many counties — this museum is packed with iconic murals and cool cultural lessons.
Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore (Free Days) — Empire

Hike giant sand dunes, talk about erosion, and soak in some glacial science.

Ann Arbor Hands-On Museum (Free Evenings) — Ann Arbor

STEM exhibits for curious kids — free on select nights, and worth planning around.

Michigan State Capitol Tours — Lansing

Marble floors, murals, and behind-the-scenes civics — all for free.

Dow Gardens Canopy Walk (Free Events) — Midland



Tree-level walkways + seasonal learning activities — just check the schedule for free entry
days.

Minnesota

Como Park Zoo & Conservatory — Saint Paul

Animals, gardens, and a greenhouse jungle — all donation-based and totally worth a visit.
Minneapolis Sculpture Garden — Minneapolis

Home of the famous spoon and cherry, plus dozens of public art pieces to explore.

North West Company Fur Post — Pine City

Step into 1804 with re-enactments and hands-on history — free on special weekends.
State Capitol Self-Guided Tours — Saint Paul

Explore golden domes and learn how laws get made in this stunning building.
Mississippi River Visitor Center — St. Paul

Operated by the National Park Service — chat with a ranger, watch barges, and ID river critters.

Mississippi

Natchez Trace Parkway — Various Towns

Drive or bike historic trails with free stops for history, geology, and scenic overlooks.
Mississippi Museum of Art Garden — Jackson

Wander through free outdoor art and check out sculptures and rotating displays.
Vicksburg National Military Park (Kids Free) — Vicksburg

Civil War history on sprawling grounds — kids enter free, and the cannons are always a hit.
Bay St. Louis Historic Walking Tour — Bay St. Louis

Small-town coastal charm with educational markers and a lot of heart.

Tupelo Buffalo Park (Free Events) — Tupelo



Watch for family free days to learn about animal conservation and history.

Missouri

St. Louis Zoo — St. Louis

One of the best free zoos in the U.S. — lions, penguins, and so many learning moments.
Gateway Arch National Park Grounds — St. Louis

Walk the base of the arch, explore riverfront history, and chat with rangers — all without a ticket.
Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art — Kansas City

Free admission and giant shuttlecocks on the lawn — enough said.

Missouri History Museum — St. Louis

Learn about the 1904 World’s Fair, local legends, and why toasted ravioli is a thing.

Fantastic Caverns (Drive-Through Viewing Events) — Springfield

While most tours cost, seasonal drive-thru or preview days offer free peeks into the cave world.

Montana
Museum of the Rockies (Free Days) — Bozeman

Dino bones galore — including one of the largest T-Rex skulls ever found. Watch for free
community days.

Lewis and Clark Interpretive Center (Outdoor Trails) — Great Falls

Follow in the explorers’ footsteps with free trails and outdoor exhibits along the Missouri River.
Giant Springs State Park — Great Falls

Home of one of the largest freshwater springs in the world. Science + beauty = win.
Yellowstone Gateway Museum (Free Admission) — Livingston

Explore local geology, railroads, and even a teepee in the kids’ room.

Missoula Public Library — Missoula



Named one of the best in the world — rooftop views, kids’ museum inside, and lots of
community events.

Nebraska

Sunken Gardens — Lincoln

Gorgeous themed gardens with koi ponds and labeled plants for your little botanists.
Stuhr Museum Outdoor Railroad Exhibit (Free Events) — Grand Island

Time-travel back to pioneer life during seasonal free days and community events.
Nebraska State Capitol — Lincoln

Climb up to the observation deck, learn about unicameral government, and spot mosaics.
Homestead National Historical Park — Beatrice

Explore the life of homesteaders, touch real sod walls, and walk prairie trails.

Fontenelle Forest Nature Center (Free Days) — Bellevue

Boardwalks, wetlands, and wildlife watching — check their calendar for free admission days.

Nevada

Nevada State Museum (Free Admission Days) — Carson City

Wander through ancient mammoth fossils and old-west mining history.

Lake Mead Visitor Center — Boulder City

Free exhibits on water conservation, geology, and desert ecosystems.

Clark County Wetlands Park — Las Vegas

A quiet escape near Vegas with walking trails, bird-watching, and outdoor classrooms.
Hoover Dam Bridge Walkway — Boulder City

Stand on the state line and learn about one of America’s greatest engineering feats.

Downtown Reno Art Walk — Reno



Murals, public sculptures, and gallery peeks — it's free and funky.

New Hampshire

Seacoast Science Center (Free Days) — Rye

Marine touch tanks and coastal learning — free on select community days.
The Basin at Franconia Notch — Lincoln

See glacial potholes and waterfalls that double as geology lessons.
Strawbery Banke Historic District Grounds — Portsmouth

Wander outdoor history exhibits in this living neighborhood museum (check for free admission
dates).

Mount Kearsarge Indian Museum Trails — Warner
Free walking trails with Native plant education and signage.
McAuliffe-Shepard Discovery Center (Free Astronomy Nights) — Concord

Learn about space, New Hampshire astronauts, and science topics during special stargazing
nights.

New Jersey

Liberty State Park — Jersey City

Unreal skyline views, historical markers, and playgrounds galore — plus a peek at Lady Liberty.
Historic Smithville Village — Galloway

Wander 18th-century buildings and duck-filled ponds — history with kettle corn.

Grounds For Sculpture (Free Community Days) — Hamilton

Massive outdoor art park that feels like walking through a dream — check dates for free entry.
Watchung Reservation — Mountainside

Geology trails, swamp walks, and hidden waterfalls — perfect for outdoor science class.



Howell Living History Farm (Free Admission) — Lambertville

Churn butter, pet farm animals, and explore farming from a century ago.

New Mexico
Petroglyph National Monument (Free Areas) — Albuquerque

See 400-700 year-old rock carvings by Native peoples and early settlers — bring sturdy shoes
and big imaginations.

Albuquerque Museum Sculpture Garden — Albuquerque

Walkable outdoor exhibits with art, architecture, and history woven in — free grounds access.
New Mexico State Capitol Building — Santa Fe

The only round capitol in the U.S. — art gallery meets civics lesson.

Smokey Bear Historical Park (Free for Kids) — Capitan

Learn about wildfire prevention and the real bear behind the campaign — totally worth the
detour.

White Sands National Park (Free Days) — Alamogordo

The world’s largest gypsum dune field = one giant science lesson + sledding adventure.

New York
Staten Island Ferry — NYC

Free boat ride past the Statue of Liberty — history, geography, and skyline views bundled in
one.

Brooklyn Botanic Garden (Free Fridays) — Brooklyn
Plants, sensory gardens, and science programming during free community hours.
National Museum of the American Indian — NYC

Free year-round and beautifully curated — plus it’s in a jaw-dropping historic building.



Empire State Plaza Art Collection — Albany

One of the best public art collections outside a museum — great for scavenger hunts and
creativity chats.

Central Park (with Self-Guided Learning Trails) - NYC

Urban nature walks + literary statues + geology and birding = learn something on every corner.

North Carolina

North Carolina Museum of Natural Sciences — Raleigh

Dinosaurs, live animal exhibits, and a nature research center — and it’s all free.

Blue Ridge Parkway Visitor Centers & Trails — Statewide

Learn about mountain ecology, native culture, and geology while taking in epic views.

Old Salem Historic District (Free Grounds Access) — Winston-Salem

Watch colonial-era life unfold — wander the cobbled streets and peek at costumed interpreters.
Jockey’s Ridge State Park — Nags Head

Home to the tallest sand dunes on the East Coast — talk erosion, wind, and wildlife.

North Carolina Museum of History — Raleigh

Civil rights, pirates, moonshine, and basketball — all under one roof.

North Dakota

International Peace Garden (Free Entry Days) — Dunseith

Straddling the U.S.-Canada border, this garden offers peaceful learning about diplomacy and
ecology.

Theodore Roosevelt National Park (Free Days) — Medora
Wild horses, badlands, and a presidential legacy — come on a fee-free day to soak it all in.

North Dakota Heritage Center & State Museum — Bismarck



Mammoths, dinosaurs, and prairie life — all beautifully presented and always free.
Downtown Fargo Public Art Walk — Fargo

Murals, sculptures, and indie shops with QR-coded art stories.

Knife River Indian Villages National Historic Site — Stanton

Reconstructed earthlodges and rich stories from the Hidatsa people.

Ohio

Cleveland Museum of Art — Cleveland

Internationally acclaimed — and totally free. From Monet to mummies, it's a must-visit.
National Museum of the U.S. Air Force — Dayton

Massive aircraft, space capsules, and flight history that feels larger than life.

Ohio Statehouse Tours — Columbus

History and politics meet architecture and ghost stories — all in one grand building.
Cuyahoga Valley National Park (Free Year-Round) — Northeast Ohio

Hike to Brandywine Falls, explore old train routes, and spot bald eagles.

Toledo Botanical Garden — Toledo

Free and full of color, sculptures, and hands-on kid zones during seasonal festivals.

Oklahoma

Oklahoma City National Memorial Grounds — Oklahoma City

A powerful tribute to resilience — the outdoor symbolic memorial is always open and free.
Wichita Mountains Wildlife Refuge — Lawton

See bison, longhorns, and stunning granite outcroppings — perfect for nature learning.

Tulsa River Parks Trails — Tulsa



Biking, walking, and public art galore — it's a moving outdoor classroom.
Cherokee Heritage Center (Free Events) — Tahlequah

Learn Native history, language, and crafts during community-access days.
Oklahoma Railway Museum — Oklahoma City

Free to walk around vintage trains, plus hands-on exhibits for budding engineers.

Oregon

Oregon Historical Society Museum (Free First Sundays) — Portland
Explore local history, Native culture, and Oregon’s path to statehood.
Columbia River Gorge Scenic Area — Multnomah County

Waterfalls, basalt cliffs, and Lewis & Clark history all along one dreamy drive.
Hoyt Arboretum Trails — Portland

12 miles of trails with trees from six continents — perfect for science + quiet.
Oregon Coast Aquarium Grounds (Free Access Events) — Newport
During certain days, enjoy coastal learning and outdoor exhibits at no cost.
State Capitol State Park — Salem

Free walking tours + public art + rose gardens = history with blooms.

Pennsylvania

Philadelphia’s Independence Mall — Philadelphia

The Liberty Bell, Independence Hall, and Benjamin Franklin’s grave — all walkable and free.
The Franklin Institute’s Giant Heart Exhibit (Free Evenings) — Philadelphia

Check event nights for free access to this iconic science museum’s heart of learning.

Point State Park — Pittsburgh



Where three rivers meet — great for hydrology chats and scenic picnics.
Pennsylvania State Capitol Building — Harrisburg

Guided tours available daily — look up, the rotunda is jaw-dropping.
Fairmount Park — Philadelphia

One of the largest urban parks in the U.S., full of sculpture, gardens, and trails.

Rhode Island

Roger Williams National Memorial — Providence

Learn about religious freedom, colonial history, and why Rhode Island was kind of rebellious.
RISD Museum (Free Sundays & Evenings) — Providence

Art school meets museum — contemporary, global, and unexpectedly great for kids.
Beavertail State Park — Jamestown

Lighthouse views, tide pools, and geology galore — bring snacks and curiosity.

Cliff Walk — Newport

Historic mansions on one side, crashing waves on the other — with interpretive signs to guide
you.

Slater Mill Historic Site Grounds — Pawtucket

The birthplace of the American Industrial Revolution — free exterior tours available.

South Carolina

Charleston Waterfront Park — Charleston

Fountains, river views, and free history plaques — grab a swing and soak in Lowcountry life.
South Carolina State Museum (Free Fridays After 5) — Columbia

Dinosaurs, telescopes, and history exhibits — perfect for after-school learning.

Huntington Beach State Park (Free Entry Days) — Murrells Inlet



Birding, marshes, and castle ruins — plus bonus crab sightings.

Fort Moultrie Grounds — Sullivan’s Island

Explore military history from the Revolution to WWII, with kid-friendly trails and views.
Greenville Liberty Bridge + Falls Park — Greenville

Suspension bridge over a waterfall in the middle of downtown — free and fantastic.

South Dakota
Mount Rushmore Grounds & Sculptor’s Studio — Keystone

While parking costs, the grounds, views, and museum explaining the carving process are totally
free.

Badlands National Park (Free Days) — Interior

Hike through alien-like rock formations and spot bighorn sheep — geology, fossils, and
wow-factor included.

South Dakota State Capitol — Pierre

Marble halls, a stained-glass dome, and free guided tours of South Dakota’s legislative past.
Dignity Statue Overlook — Chamberlain

A breathtaking 50-foot statue honoring Native women — with river views and interpretive signs.
Falls Park — Sioux Falls

A walkable waterfall right in the city — with observation towers, trails, and historic ruins.

Tennessee
Tennessee State Museum — Nashville

Learn about Civil War history, civil rights, and Dolly Parton (okay, maybe not Dolly... but
definitely state pride).

Great Smoky Mountains National Park (Always Free) — Gatlinburg



America’s most-visited national park — hike, learn, and breathe that sweet mountain air.
Sun Studio Free Tours for Kids — Memphis

Where Elvis and Johnny Cash recorded — kids tour free with paying adults on select days.
Market Square Historic District — Knoxville

Murals, walking tours, and free festivals where music and history collide.

Tennessee Valley Railroad Museum (Free Yard Access) — Chattanooga

Wander the railyard and peek into vintage trains without needing a ticket.

Texas

Houston Museum of Natural Science (Free Thursdays) — Houston

Dinosaurs, gems, and space — all free after 5 p.m. on Thursdays.

Texas State Capitol — Austin

Bigger is better — explore the building, rotunda, and grounds with free guided tours.
San Antonio Missions National Historical Park — San Antonio

Older than the Alamo and beautifully preserved — history with a side of architecture.
Dallas Museum of Art — Dallas

Always free, always inspiring — perfect for a creative reset and impromptu art class.
Waco Mammoth National Monument (Free on Entry Days) — Waco

See Ice Age fossils in the exact spot they were discovered — mammoth-sized science, literally.

Utah
Utah State Capitol — Salt Lake City

Tour the marble columns and learn about local politics and civic structure — plus epic mountain
views.

Dinosaur National Monument Quarry Exhibit Hall (Free Days) — Jensen



See fossilized dinosaur bones still in the rock walls — it's mind-blowing.

Antelope Island State Park (Free Days) — Syracuse

Bison, birds, and salty science on the Great Salt Lake — great for budding naturalists.
Utah Museum of Fine Arts (Free Days) — Salt Lake City

Art across centuries and continents — free on select Wednesdays and first Fridays.
Temple Square Grounds & Gardens — Salt Lake City

Stunning flowers, pioneer history, and architecture tours — all open to the public.

Vermont

Shelburne Farms Walking Trails — Shelburne

Meet farm animals, explore trails, and see cheese being made — for free if you're just hiking!
Vermont State House — Montpelier

A gold-domed gem with free tours and more character than most entire cities.

Church Street Marketplace — Burlington

Free street performances, local art, and historic buildings = urban culture 101.

Ben & Jerry’s Factory Grounds + Flavor Graveyard — Waterbury

Tour costs, but the outdoor displays, flavor tombstones, and scoop photo ops are free fun.
Marsh-Billings-Rockefeller National Historical Park — \Woodstock

Hike through conservation history and visit the only U.S. national park focused on land
stewardship.

Virginia
Arlington National Cemetery (Self-Guided Tours) — Arlington

Walk hallowed grounds, see the changing of the guard, and learn powerful lessons in history
and service.



Virginia State Capitol — Richmond

Designed by Thomas Jefferson — take a free tour of this neoclassical beauty.
National Museum of the Marine Corps — Triangle

Massive, immersive, and always free — even the building looks like a flag in motion.
Bluebird Gap Farm — Hampton

Local animals, educational signs, and a mini-farm feel without the entry fee.
Historic Jamestowne (Free Days) — Jamestown

America’s first permanent English settlement — layers of archaeology and colonial life on
display.

Washington

Olympic National Park (Free Days) — Port Angeles

Mountains, rainforest, and tide pools — three ecosystems in one stunning spot.
Seattle Center & International Fountain — Seattle

Watch the water show, visit public art installations, and people-watch your way through cultural
learning.

Washington State Capitol Campus — Olympia

Free tours, cherry blossoms, and statues galore — it's a civics and photo-op paradise.
Museum of Flight (First Thursdays) — Seattle

Touch a moon rock or sit in a real cockpit — free entry once a month.

Discovery Park — Seattle

Seattle’s largest park offers forest trails, beach ecology, and a lighthouse.

West Virginia

West Virginia State Museum — Charleston



From coal mines to mountain crafts — this museum tells the story of the state with hands-on
flair.

Coopers Rock State Forest Overlook — Bruceton Mills

Free overlooks, Civilian Conservation Corps history, and beautiful hikes.

Heritage Farm Museum Village (Free Events) — Huntington

Visit old cabins, learn about Appalachian life, and meet animals on event days.

New River Gorge National Park (Free Year-Round) — Fayetteville

America’s newest national park is also one of the most awe-inspiring — and always free.
West Virginia Independence Hall — Wheeling

The birthplace of the state, filled with Civil War history and artifacts.

Wisconsin

Milwaukee Art Museum (Free First Thursdays) — Milwaukee

It's a museum that moves — the building’s wings open and close, and the art’s not bad either.
UW Arboretum — Madison

Free nature trails, prairie ecosystems, and seasonal family events.

State Capitol Building — Madison

Tours, mosaics, and a chance to stand where laws are made (and selfies are epic).

National Railroad Museum Grounds (Free Viewing) — Green Bay

Walk along the outside of historic train cars and sneak in a rail-themed lesson.

Henry Vilas Zoo — Madison

One of the only admission-free zoos left — animals, conservation, and hands-on exhibits.

Wyoming

Buffalo Bill Center of the West (Free Community Days) — Cody



Art, history, and wildlife all rolled into one — check their free admission schedule.
Wyoming State Museum — Cheyenne

Dinosaurs, fossils, wagons, and cowboys — and totally free.

Hot Springs State Park — Thermopolis

Watch boiling mineral springs from boardwalks, learn geology, and soak in the view.
Curt Gowdy State Park (Free Days) — Cheyenne

Trails, rock formations, and water access — with occasional free entry dates.
National Elk Refuge Sleigh Ride Viewing Area — Jackson

Watch for free from the sidelines if you don’t hop on the ride — wildlife spotting at its best.
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